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and sometimes in the posture of apes and monkeys;
their nails and teeth as black as jet, and shining,
which being the effect, as to their teeth, of per-
petually chewing betel to preserve them from the
toothache, much raging in their country, is esteemed
beautiful.
The first ambassador was of an olive hue, a flat
face, narrow eyes, squat nose and Moorish lips,
no hair appeared; they wore several rings of silver,
gold, and copper on their fingers, which was a token
of knighthood, or nobility. They were of Java
Major, whose princes have been turned Mahomedans
not above fifty years since; the inhabitants are still
pagans and idolaters. They seemed of a dull and
heavy constitution, not wondering at anything they
saw; but exceedingly astonished how our law gave us
propriety in our estates, and so thinking we were all
kings, for they could not be made to comprehend
how subjects could possess anything but at the
pleasure of their prince, they being all slaves; they
were pleased with the notion, and admired our
happiness. They were very sober, and I believe
subtle in their way. Their meat was cooked, carried
up, and they attended by several fat slaves, who had
no covering save drawers, which appeared very
uncouth and loathsome. They eat their pilau, and
other spoon-meat without spoons, taking up their
pottage in the hollow of their fingers, and very
dexterously flung it into their mouths without
spilling a drop."
Of all the public incidents related in the Diary, the
trial of Viscount Stafford, in 1680, takes up almost the
most space. Evelyn was present, and evidently wrote
down full notes on nearly consecutive days, November
198